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triumphed in spite of the opposition in the indus-
trial centres;1 By the second the federal law
granting subsidies to the Alpine railways was also
accepted.2

The Swiss people had already proved their hostility
to the Federal Constitution and to centralisation
several times, but they had only been able to express
it by negative votes. They could only vote down the
laws prepared by the Chambers in virtue of the
powers given them by the constitution. By the
referendum of the 4th of April 1879 they were able
to assert their attachment to cantonal independence
in a positive manner by restoring to the cantons the
right to inflict capital punishment, which had been
entirely abolished by Article 65 of the Federal Con-
stitution of 1874. Whether rightly or wrongly, the
abolition of capital punishment was said to have
caused a fresh outbreak of crime. A popular agita-
tion was organised, and a deputy of the Council of
States proposed that Article 65 should be revised.
The Assembly were afraid of seeing the demand for
a revision supported by sopoo signatures, and after-
wards approved by the majority of the people, the
result of which would have been the re-election of
the two Chambers. They therefore yielded to the
popular outcry and passed the amendment. A great
many members who voted for it hoped nevertheless
that the people would reject it. But the people dis-

1i[See Lowell, "The Keferendum in relation to Labour," in The
InternationalJournal of Ethics, vol. vi.; also Governments and Parties
in Continental Europe, vol. ii. pp. 265-69],

2 Of the 37,803 electors who signed the demand against this law,,
32,308 belonged to the canton of Vaud.